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translations, the sooner will they be- 
come conversant with the grand ob- 
ject of their studies. 

Belfast. S. S. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

TENTH REPORT FROM THE COMMIS- 
SIONERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA- 
TION, IN IRELAND. 

To his Grace Charles Duke of Rich- 
mond and Lenox, fyc. Lord Lieu- 
tenant general, and general gover- 
nor of Ireland. 

M»y IT PLEASE YOUR GRACE, 

"ITTEthe undersigned Comrnission- 
^* ers, appointed for enquiring 
into the several funds and revenues 
granted for the purposes of Educa- 
tion, and into the state and condi- 
tion of all schools upon public or 
charitable foundations, in Ireland, 
in pursuance of the powers vested in 
us, beg leave to lay before your 
Grace, our report upon the Hiber- 
nian Marine School in Dublin, for 
maintaining, educating, and appren- 
ticing the orphans and children of 
decayed seamen in the royal navy 
and merchants' service. 

The Hibernian Marine Society 
was incorporated by a charter of his 
present Majesty, in the year 1775, 
on the petition of the lord mayor, 
archbishop of Dublin, and other 
noblemen and gentlemen of the city 
of Dublin, membeisof a marine so- 
ciety associated for the support, edu- 
cation, and fitting for sea the or- 
phans and children of seafaring men 
only — setting lorth, that the said 
society had, by voluntary subscrip- 
tions and benefactions, been enabled 
to establish a nursery and school for 
the maintainance and instruction of 
the children of seamen, who had 
perished or been disabled in his Ma- 
jesty's or the merchants' service; 
and that they had been further en- 
abled by the bounty of parliament 



to build a house in the city of Dub- 
lin, near the sea, capable of receiv- 
ing two hundred children and up- 
wards, when their funds should ad- 
mit of it. 

The charter of the society (a copy 
of which, with the bye-laws, is here- 
with submitted to your grace) directs 
that the corporation shall be intitu- 
led, "The Hibernian Marine Socie- 
ty in Dublin, for maintaining, edu- 
cating, and apprenticeing the or- 
phans and children of decayed sea- 
men in the royal navy and mer- 
chants' service;" and that the lord 
lieutenant, the lord-primate, the 
lord-chancellor, the archbishop of 
Dublin, and other officers of church 
and state for the time being, and 
certain noblemen and gentlemen by 
name, with others to be electe ■' from 
time to time, shall be members of 
the said society, which it empowers 
to purchase and hold lands to the 
value of two thousand pound', per 
annum, and to erect nurseries and 
schools in other parts of Ireland. — 
It directs four general quarterly 
meetings to be held yearly, at one 
of which a president, seven vice- 
presidents, two secretaries, a trea- 
surer, register, and other necessary- 
officers, shall be annually elected 
from the members of the society, 
and sworn into office by the presi- 
dent, one of the vice-presidents, or 
two other members; and also a com- 
mittee of fifteen for carrying into 
execution the rules and orders of 
the corporation, who shall meet on 
the first monday in every month, or 
ofetner if necessary. It further di- 
rects, that none but children of de- 
ceased, reduced, or decayed seamen 
in the royal or merchants' service, 
or that bad been so, shall be receiv- 
ed into any nursery or school of the 
corporation. By the bye-laws of 
the society (which they are empow- 
ered to make by the charter) none 
of the members of the corporation 



1*3 Tenth Report of th& Board vf FMcation- 



[Feb. 



*or go^erqor;, .as they are otherwise 
called), whether by charter or elec- 
tion, fa.it accept of any. office" under 
ths society with a salary, except 
that of register. The present sur- 
geon to the society is also excepted ; 
having been a governor when elect- 
ed to that office, before the bye-law 
was enacted. 

The funds of this society consist 
in, first, a capital amounting on the 
last return to ten thousand five hun- 
dred and nineteen pounds, nine 
shillings, and three halfpence, of 
which seven thousand one hundred 
and sixty-six pounds, thirteen shil- 
lings, and four pence, is in bank 
stock, eight hundred pounds in the 
three and a half per cents^ and six- 
teen hundred and seven pounds, 
eight shillings and seven pence on 
personal security. 

4- '. 4 
The dividend on their bank 

stock last year was - 537 10 - 

On ^800 in the Sf per cents. 28 

Interest on =21,607 8/. Id. at six 

per cent. .- - 96 9 - 

Sdly, in rents of lands and houses 175 16 - 
Sdly, in annua) subscriptions 

about r - loo - - 



36937 15 - 



And 4tlily, in parliamentary grants. 

These last have varied according to 
the exigencies of the society from 
seven hundred and fifty to two thou- 
sand pounds, tjll the last year, when 
in consequence of alterations and 
improvements then executing in 
the house, the sum of two thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-six pounds 
was granted, and this year the grant 
has been enlarged to three thousand 
five hundred and twenty-three 
pounds nett. According to the re- 
turn of the register, the expenditure 
last year was five thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-two pounds, nine 
shillings, and eleven pence halfpen- 
ny. The total income stated by the 



register was three thousand nine hun- 
dred and eigbty-one pounds fifteen 
shillings and seven pence halfpenny ; 
and the excess of expenditure,one thou 
sand eight huudfed and Jifty pounds, 
fourteen shillings, and four pence. 

This was partly proviifetl for by 
the sale of government securities to 
the amount of four thousand three 
hundred and fifty pounds (on which 
there is stated to have been a loss of 
thirty nine pounds, sixteen shillings 
and five pence), and to which the 
governors were induced for the pur- 
pose of increasing their bank stock, 
which, oo the grant of anew char- 
tec to the bank, they were allowed 
as original subscribers to purchase 
at one hundred and twenty-five per 
cept. The last instalment of their 
additional subscription was due on 
the jMrffc .'June last, and has beeu 
paid out of the parliamentary grant 
of this year. The fund* are in some 
years assisted by a benefaction from 
the Ousel Galley of twenty guineas, 
and by a bonus on bank slock, which 
in the year |.8f)7 amounted to one 
hundred and seven pounds, ten shil- 
lings. In future, however, the lat- 
ter js not expected, but. in lieu of it 
an increase of the annual dividend. 

The house, is situated on Roger- 
son 's-quay, and is separated from the 
street by a court-yawl, with a wall 
and iron gate. 

It is a plain substantial building, 
seventy-two fe«;t by, forty-sip, with 
two wings, each. thirty feet in front 
by sixty feet in depth, whose fronts 
range with the rear wall of the house, 
and. which include, therefore an n- 
rea, to the rear of seventy feet by six- 
ty. The part of this area next the 
house is on the level of the street, 
and forms a handsome terrace, from 
which there is a descent by a flight 
of steps to the other part/which is 
on the level of the. basement story 
and play-ground. The house con T 
tains apartments for the chaplain 
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{who is allowed the use of the board 
room), the roaster, usher, and house- 
keeper, two dormitories of about 
forty-eight feet by eighteen, two of 
about twenty-five by twenty-two, 
and one of twenty-five by seven and a 
haif, with an infirmary twenty-five 
by twenty-two. 

It is stated in the petition for the 
charter, to be capably of accommo- 
dating two hundred boys. In that 
statement, probably the infirmary, 
and perhaps one or two rooms now 
occupied by the officers, were con- 
sidered as dormitories. Those used 
ns such at present, would not con- 
tain more than about one hundred 
and sixty, and for this purpose the 
beds must be (as in fact they are) 
quite close to each other. But many 
at present are unoccupied, as there 
are only one hundred and ten boys 
in the house. The infirmary is in- 
conveniently situated, in the very 
center of the house, though there is 
an access to it by a stair case, which 
does not communicate with the dor- 
mitories, but being confined on three 
sides it cannot be aired or ventilated 
as it ought, particularly, for conva- 
lescents, for whom therefore tbe go^ 
Pernors have iately taken a small 
house in the country, near two miles 
distant,to which the boysare remov- 
ed from the infirmary, as soon as they 
are sufficiently recovered to be ca- 
pable of it. The situation of the 
house itself, near the river on low 
ground, and (in winter at least) in a 
damp and foggy atmosphere, render- 
ed this measure still more necessary. 
It has been some time in the contem- 
plation of the governors to erect an 
infirmary at the east end of the house 
in. front of the east wing; and a 
building corresponding to it at the 
other end, for an apartment for the 
usher, which would enlarge the ac- 
commodations of the house to the 
full establishment of two hundred 
boysj this, though, a very desirable 



measure, and for which there can 
be little doubt of parliamentary aid 
being obtained, we are sorry to ob- 
serve is not likely to be carried into 
execution, partly from a disagree- 
ment among the acting governors, 
and partly from the waot of sufficient 
energy and activity. The wings of 
the building contain the chapel and 
school-room, each fifty-x>ne feet by 
twenty-six. The chapel is neatly 
fitted up, and has a large fire-place 
at oue end, under it are the laundry 
and other offices, and under the 
school-room is the ordinary mess- 
room, of the same dimensions with 
it. The whole of the buildings are 
in good repair, and the dormitories 
and other rooms in the house appear 
to be kept clean and well aired. 
The play ground is an area behind 
the house of about seventy yards 
square. It appears to be insufficient- 
ly inclosed, the wall on the south 
side being too low ; and there is rea- 
son to believe, that many of the elope- 
ments which have taken place, were 
effected by the boys escaping over it. 
By a bye-law of the governors no 
boys are to be admitted under the 
age of nine years, unless from their 
siiie or strength they are deemed 
proper at eight ; - they are previ- 
ously examined and certified by the 
surgeon to be of sound health and 
constitution. Security often pounds 
is given by some friend of each 
boy before admission for his con- 
duct and demeanour, and of late 
the condition of not eloping has 
been introduced into it. This was 
occasioned by the great number of 
elopements in the last ten or twelve 
years; the average for that period 
has been twelve in a year, and in 
one year they amounted to thirty ; 
in the two last years above forty 
have eloped ; the practice is facili- 
tated partly by the circumstance 
just mentioned of the insufficient in- 
closure of the play ground, and 
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partly by one of the boys being sta- 
tioned at the gate as Porter, who 
lias therefore the opportunity either 
of eloping himself or permitting and 
assisting others. If detected in the 
latter, he is severely punished, but 
this is not found sufficient to deter 
them, and it is still less to be ex- 
pected that, even where there is no 
disposition to it, a boy eleven or 
twelve years old will be so vigilant 
m attending to his post, as not to af- 
ford occasions to others to escape. 
On this subject, we cannot help say- 
ing, there appears to have been great 
want of attention in the governors, 
whd might, we think, and ought long 
since to have adopted effectual mea- 
sures for putting a stop to this most 
injurious and disgraceful practice. It 
was stated to us by the chaplain, 
that twenty eloped at one time, in 
consequence of a lieutenant of the 
navy having come to the school the 
day before to inspect the boys and 
select such as were fit to serve on 
board a man of war; other occa- 
sions of elopements are stated to be 
the intercourse allowed between the 
boys and their friends, and their 
being frequently sent out with sum- 
monses and on other messages. We 
have thought it our duty to make 
a representation to the governors 
on this and another subject, which 
will be noticed hereafter in this report. 
.Applications for admission are 
made by printed certificates, signed 
by masters of ships and housekeep- 
ers of the parish in which the 
boys reside, one of whom attends to 
swear, if required, that they are 
the sons of seamen. They are cloth- 
ed on their admission in anew dress, 
resembling that of the profession to 
which they are destined ; the course 
of instruction is reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and navigation ; at a 
proper age they are apprenticed u- 
sually to masters of merchants' ves- 
vessels, who lake them without any 



fee; some are occasionally sent on 
board the navy ; in the last ten years 
only forty-six have been thus dis- 
posed of; in the same period one 
hundred and fifty-eight have been 
apprenticed, and the admissions in 
that time have been four hundred 
and twenty-eight. There 1 are at pre- 
sent, as we have stated, one hun- 
dred and ten boys in the school, a 
smaller number than has been for 
the last three or four years; and 
in the present, state of the school, 
with respect to instruction, it is not 
desirable that more should be ad- 
mitted. There is no master at pre- 
sent, nor has been since January last, 
when the late master was dismissed, 
as was stated to us by the chap- 
lain, for misconduct in sufl'erinij 
boys to be sent on board the navy be- 
fore they were properly qualified ; 
his son, who was the usher, was dis- 
missed at the same time on the same 
account. A person was appointed 
to succeed the latter in the follow- 
ing month, under whose single 
care the instruction of the boys in 
reading, writing, and cyphering has 
since continued; he is stated by the 
chaplain to be a well-behaved man 
but not to understand navigation ; 
on our further and personal exa- 
mination, it appears that he had 
never been employed in teaching 
before. He pays, however, the clo- 
sest attention to his duty, which he 
discharges to the best of his ability ', 
and is in many respects a most use- 
ful officer; he keeps the boys in the 
greatest order, and of late the num- 
ber of elopements has decreased, in 
consequence, as we believe, of his 
extreme vigilance and attention ; 
but in the article of instruction the 
school is in a most deplorable state. 
If the usher were ever so well qua- 
lified he could not singly teach so 
great a number, even in reading a- 
lone, especially as the practice of 
employing monitors has not been 
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introduced, nor indeed are any of 
the boys, as far as we can learn, ca- 
pable of acting in • that capacity. 
The delay in the appointment of a 
master seems very inexcusable ; after 
sometime, indeed, an advertisement 
was inserted in the papers announc ■ 
ing the vacancy and inviting ap- 
plications, and a day . was at last 
fixed for, holding the election, via. 
Saturday tbe 26th August ; a num- 
ber of candidates Accordingly ap- 
peared on that day, and seventeen 
governors attended the board, but 
it was then discovered, that in con- 
sequence of some omission in point 
of form, the election com Id not take 
place, and was therefore adjourned 
'till the first Monday in November, 
the school will then have been ten 
months without a master. It had 
been resolved it seems at a former 
meeting, that the appointments of 
the master should henceforth be in-. 
creased in the article of salary to 
one hundred pounds per annum, 
from thirty-five pounds, and to with- 
draw certain allowances be had for- 
merly enjoyed, and this resolution 
was required by the bye-laws to be 
proposed at one quarterly meeting 
previously to its being finally adopt- 
ed at a subsequent one ; this had 
been omitted before tbe last quar- 
terly meeting in August, and the 
measure could not therefore take 
place till the next day in Novem- 
ber; but it seems obvious that the 
election might have been made 
notwithstanding, and the master gi- 
ven to understand that his appoint- 
ment, though not then regularly 
sanctioned would be so at the next 
meeting, and should commence from 
the day of his election. Several can- 
didates have come to Dublin from 
different quarters, and it is much to 
be apprehended that from disgust 
at their disappointment they may 
not oiler themselves a second time, 
and thus the advantage of selection 



may be in a great measure forfeited: 
we have reason to believe that much 
difference of opinion among the 
governors prevailed on this as on 
other" occasions, and we are sorry to 
be obliged to state, that partly front 
this circumstance and partly from 
the small number of acting gover- 
nors who had usually attended to the 
concerns of the institution, and who, 
though men of unimpeached integrity 
and sincerely attached to its in- 
terests, appear not to have possess- 
ed sufficient energy or vigour for 
its proper management and direc- 
tion, the government of the So- 
ciety appears for some time to have 
been in many instances d :fective 
and inefficient : it has been stated to 
us that on some occasions of late the 
monthly meetings of the committee 
of fifteen have been adjourned for 
want of a sufficient number to make 
a board, though the state of the 
school during the vacancy of the 
mastership required a closer atten- 
tion and more frequent inspection 
than ordinary, ; it d:ies not appear 
that in that period the chaplain" ha* 
been called on to give any assistance 
to the usher in the instruction of the 
boys, or any other attendance iu the 
school than his general doty re- 
quired at other times. Indeed thft 
duties of another kind imposed on, 
the chaplain appear to be wholly 
incompatible with the due discharge 
of tnose which properly belong to 
bis office, and this we consider a* 
another instance of injudicious ma- 
nagement in the governors ; exclu- 
sive of his care of the chapel and 
the performance of divine service 
on Sundays, he is very properly re- 
quired- to give attendance at the 
opening of the school iu the morn- 
ing, to instruct the boys in reading 
the morning prayers, psalms, and 
lessons of the day, to cause them to 
perform in ttrns the evening 
service, and to attend the school 
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occasionally at other times, to note 
the attendance of the master and 
usher, and to catechise the children, 
which includes their instruction in the 
principles of morality and religion; 
in addition to these duties he is 
also required to superintend the cou» 
duct of the housekeeper and other 
servants of the house, and report 
their failure or neglect of duty to 
the governors; to attend to the diet, 
bedding, cleanliness and cloattttng 
of the boys, to take charge and 
keep an inventory of their clothing, 
and deliver it out as wanted ; to su- 
perintend the whole internal ma- 
nagement of the institution, to dis- 
burse the sums necessary for its in- 
cidental expences, and those of the 
sick list, and account for the same 
at quarterly meetings ; to attend the 
shambles thrice a week, and ex- 
amine the meat intended for the 
house ; to attend the potato market, 
and purchase and see weighed the 
potatoes for the use of the boys; 
and finally to examine and certify 
all bills sent into ibe board for 
payment. He is, therefore, not oniy 
chaplain, but providore, paymaster, 
steward, and inspector of the insti- 
tution ; and it is obvious to remark, 
that if the duties of these latter offi- 
ces are properly executed (and they 
arc those to which the attention of 
the governors will be chiefly direct- 
ed,) that of giving the bovs proper 
religious and other instruction, must 
unavoidably be discharged under 
great disadvantage, and with many 
interruptions, and is in danger of be- 
ing even neglected as of inferior 
importance, v.x at least of less pres- 
sing necessity. The salary of the 
chaplain is one hundred pounds per 
annum, with au allowance of coals 
and candles, as he resides in the 
house. We are of opinion that these 
appointments would be no more than 
reasonable, if he were only to dis- 
charge the proper functions of that 



office, provided he Was duly quali- 
fied for it, and perforined his duty 
faithfully and effectually to which 
we consider that of inspecting the 
conduct of all the other resident offi- 
cers and servants to be a' very sui- 
table and not unreasonable addition. 
But we entirely disapprove of his 
being occupied with those employ- 
ments which belong to another and 
very different description of 'per- 
sons, and should be exercised by a» 
officer on the establishment, ap- 
pointed atid paid for the purpose, 
under the usual denomination of 
steward or providore. 

The other officers of the society 
who receive salaries, are the re- 
gister, physician, surgeon, master, 
usher, Boast-keeper, and five under- 
servants. The duty of the register 
is to attend all meetings of the 
governors, to take minutes of the 
proceedings, and enter them in 
hooks provided for the purpose ; to 
preserve in his custody all books, 
papers, writings, &c. belonging to 
the society ; to issue summonses 
for meetings ; to receive subscrip- 
tions and pay them into the hands 
of fhte treasurer ; to discharge such 
bills as he shall be directed to pav ; to 
prepare and keep the accounts of t'lie 
society, and present ^thero annually 
a^ the first meeting of the governors 
in November. His salary is one 
hundred pounds per annum, with an 
allowance of five percent, for col- 
lecting the annual subscriptions. 

The physician and surgeon also 
receive salaries of one hundred 
pounds per annum. Neither of them 
resides; but it is stated to us that 
they usually visit the school once a 
week, and at other times when their 
attendance is necessary. The sur- 
geon examines the boys previous to 
their admission. 

The duty of the master is now 
confined to to the instruction of the 
boys, and superintending their cot*. 
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duct. Till lately he was required 
to perforin most of those duties which 
have been imposed on the chap- 
lain since he became a resident offi- 
cer. The salary of the master has 
hitherto . been thirty-five guineas a- 
year, with an allowance that made 
his appointment near one hundred 
pounds, exclusive of coals and can- 
dles; but it is now intended to aug- 
ment his salary to one hundred 
pounds, and to withhold the former 
allowances. The salary of the usher 
is twenty pounds, with allowances 
that may be valued at near fifty 
pounds. His duty is also confined 
to the instruction and care of the 
boys. Both master and usher re- 
side in the house. The housekeeper 
has twelve pounds per annum, and 
allowances worth near forty pounds 
per annum ; and the under-ser- 
vants' wages are five pounds ten 
shillings each, with diet and lodg- 
ing. 

The officers who receive no sala- 
ries are, the president/ vice-presi- 
dent, treasurer, and two secretaries. 
The duty of ,the secretaries is to 
superintend the conduct of the re- 
gister in the execution of his office, 
and to approve of the apprenticing 
of the boys, and accepting their in- 
dentures. This last, therefore, is the 
only employment of the secretaries, 
if the register does his duty, which 
includes in it (as described in the 
bye-laws) most of what usually be- 
longs to the office of secretary in 
other institutions. 

We have subjoined in the appen 
dix an abstract of the income and 
expenditure 6f the society for the 
last twelve years, and other returns 
made to us by the register, of the 
number of boys admitted in that 
period, and how disposed of, their 
course of instruction, and other par- 
ticulars of the establishment. 

Council Chamber, DqWm Cattle,! 
Seftmter 21, 1809. J 

BELFAST MAG. SO. XXXI. 



(Signed.) 
Isaac Court. (t. s.) 

Ggo. Hall, Provost. (l. s.) 
Jas; Verschotle, 7 r. 
Dean of St. Patrick's. J *• 
Jas. Whitelaw, 7 . 

Vicar of St. Catherine's. J ^ 
William Disnet. (l. s.) 

Rich. L. Edgeworth. (l. s.) 
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We have now given these reports 
as far as they have ' been publish- 
ed by order of the house of com- 
mons in the last session of parlia- 
ment. The board continue their 
labours, and we understand they are 
now engaged in inquiry into schools 
wbich are supported by the dona- 
tions or bequest of private individuals. 
When further reports are pub- 
lished, we shall endeavour to procure 
them/or insertion in our pages. 

To the Proprietors of the B.M.M. 

ON THE NAMES OF THE MONTHS. 

IN a note inserted in the 42th 
page of your 4th volume, numeri- 
cal denominations for the months 
are strongly recommended — those 
now in use are objected to " as pro- 
ceeding from an exploded super- 
stition, or from an evident misnomer, 
as, in the case of the last four 
months,"— the late French appel- 
lations are applauded, " as making 
considerable approaches to proprie- 
ty/' their former system is dignified 
with the name of a *' reformed ca- 
lendar, and their present rejection 
of it is attributed to caprice." 

In controverting assertions of this 
nature, little apology is necessary, 
even to the worthy member of your 
company who made them, as I 
know he is equally a friend to free 
discussion as the rest of your body, 
(having the honour of being ac- 
quainted with him,) and think that 
he wishes rather to determine the 
real truth, than to establish dogmas 
merely because . they were once 
favoured by his approbation. 



